
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

A huge cooperative effort by the City of West-
lake, Westlake Police Department and Westlake 
Kiwanis gathered supplies for victims of Hur-

ricane Laura in Louisiana.
Bottled water, non-perishable food items, pet sup-

plies and food, toiletries, household items and new or 
gently used clothing were gathered and stored at the 
Westlake police garage. Monetary donations were also 

accepted.
The accumulated supplies were moved to the Nehe-

miah Network Warehouse in Cleveland where they were 
loaded on a tractor trailer truck and shipped to Louisiana. 

This was the second 
truck that has been sent and 
donations will continue to 
be collected at the Westlake 
police garage, 27700 Hill-
iard Blvd., throughout the 
month of September.

Supplies were also pro-
vided by the Willowick Pet 
Food Pantry, Willow Praise 
Church and “100 Youth 
That Care,” who brought 
over 2,000 pounds of per 
food. 
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by NANCY HEATON

It takes a village! BAYarts’ 
new mural is a commu-
nity collaboration that 

incorporates the positive 
message of the healing power 
of art, community and the 
natural beauty of the Cleve-
land Metroparks.

The mural was con-
ceived and created by BAY-
arts students under the 
guidance of their mentor Jim 
Giar, a professional muralist 
and BAYarts faculty member. 
Another community group, 
Bay Village Kiwanis, took 
care of installing it on the 
west side of the former play-
house.

The site was chosen for 
its proximity to BAYarts’ back 
lawn where art classes, music 
and celebrations take place. 
Donors can purchase one 
of the limited spaces in the 
“school of fish” to show their 
support at www.bayarts.net. 
It’s also a great photo op! 

BAYarts installs mural for the community

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter 
Public Library 
is taking its 

annual Health Fair virtual 
this year, with a week’s 
worth of virtual programs, 
online health challenges 
and health blogs. The Vir-
tual Health Fair Week will 
take place Sept. 20-26.

All ages are invited to 
join The Healthy Living 
Challenge on Beanstack. 
Complete activities to earn 
points toward a healthy 
living prize. Participants 
may log their activities 
on Beanstack using the 
same account they used 
for the Summer Reading 

Challenge, or on logs they 
can pick up at the library 
or print out at home from 
westlakelibrary.org. Points 
may be earned from Sept. 
20-26, and paper logs 
must be returned to the 
library by Sept. 26. Prize 
drawings will be held 
on Sept. 28. The more 
activities participants do 
and the more library pro-
grams they attend during 
the week, the more prize 
points they’ll earn.

The four available 
prize packs are courtesy 
of the Friends of Porter 
Library. Two are for adults 
and two are kid and teen 
friendly.

Porter Library takes 
annual Health Fair virtual

WESTLAKE KIWANIS CLUB

Westlake supplies 
headed to  Louisiana

Bay Village Kiwanians install the new mural on the former playhouse.

John Clomek of Willow Praise Church with a truck filled with 2,000 pounds 
of food and supplies for the pets of Hurricane Laura victims.

Five trucks loaded with relief supplies headed for 
distribution in Louisiana.

Bay Schools superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann honored
by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Bay Village Schools 
Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann 

has been named a “2020 
Superintendent to Watch” 
by the National School 
Public Relations Associa-
tion (NSPRA). 

Hausmann was one 
of 24 district leaders in the 
country honored, selected 
for her use of communica-
tion technology in inno-
vative and effective ways. 
According to NSPRA’s 
Sept. 2 announcement, 
Hausmann and the other 23 honorees “engage and 
inform their school communities with new communi-
cation technology tools combined with tried-and-true 
techniques, and possess dynamic, fast-paced leader-
ship with strong communication at its core.”

Only one other Ohio superintendent made the 
list, Tracy Wheeler from Berea City School District.

NSPRA has been providing school communica-
tion training, products and services to school leaders 
throughout the United States, Canada and the U.S. 
Dept. of Defense Education Activity schools worldwide 
since 1935. The nonprofit, professional association’s 
mission is to advance education through responsible 
public relations and communication that leads to suc-
cess for all students. 

Bay Village Schools 
Superintendent Jodie 
Hausmann honored 
by NSPRA.
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In addition to the Challenge, par-
ticipants can also check out the library’s 
health-related blogs throughout the 
week at blogs.westlakelibrary.org, and 
attend the following programs:

Monday, September 21 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Health and Medical Databas-
es (Live) – Kick off Health Fair Week 
with an overview of the databases we 
have that can jump start your research 
towards a healthier you! Program will be 
live on the library’s social media (Face-
book and YouTube).

Monday, September 21 (noon-1 
p.m.) Hear Better so You Can Socially 
Distance Better (Live) –The Cleveland 

Hearing & Speech Center will share 
ideas on how to improve your hearing, 
particularly during these unprecedent-
ed times. Face masks create some chal-
lenges for those with hearing loss and 
hearing aids. We will discuss how to hear 
better while staying safe and socially 
distancing! Registration is required. 
After registering, you will receive a con-
firmation email containing information 
on joining the Zoom meeting.  

Tuesday, September 22 (noon-
1 p.m.) Get E-Healthy: Digital and 
Emerging Health Technology (Live) 
– From 7-minute workout apps, to a 
mobile EKG that can fit in your pocket, 
to a ring that can detect sickness before 
even showing symptoms, technology 
can do amazing things to help us get 

and stay healthy. Discover which 
devices can help motivate, track, 
and increase the quality of your 
health and lifestyle. Learn about 
apps that can track and analyze to 
help you learn about your habits 
so you can focus and personalize 
your goals. From beginner tools 
that nudge you to push harder to 
advanced ones that can fit your 
healthy lifestyle, join us on Zoom 
to learn about new technology and 
apps you could use today to get 
E-Healthy. Please register. After reg-
istering, you will receive an email 
with details on how to participate 
in the program.

Wednesday, September 23 
(noon-1 p.m.) Healthy Living for 
Your Brain (Live) – Maintaining 
a healthy brain can go a long way 
in reducing your risk for getting 
Alzheimer’s disease or other demen-
tias. Join us on Zoom to learn tips 
in living a brain healthy lifestyle, 

exercise and mental stimulation sug-
gestions, stress management tools and 
living a brain healthy diet. Registration 
required. You will receive an email with 
details on how to join the meeting.

Thursday, September 24 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Yoga with Miss Jen (Live) – Calm 
your body, mind, and spirit in this live 
Zoom yoga class. Recommended for chil-
dren up to 3rd grade. Registration begins 
Sept. 16. Participants must provide an 
email to receive Zoom instructions.

Thursday, September 24 (noon-
1 p.m.) Genetics and Your Health 
(Live) – Join us on Zoom to learn about 
genetics and your health, including at-
home DNA tests, considerations, and 
clinical genetics services. We will also 
discuss when it may be important for 
you to consider genetic testing and 
answer your genetics related questions. 
Please register. After registration, you 
will receive an email with details on 
how to join the program.  

Friday, September 25 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Healthy Living with Suma 
(Live) – Suma likes to be healthy and 
you can too! Join us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or YouTube to see what she gets up to 
in today’s adventure! For babies through 
grade 4.

Friday, September 25 (noon-1 p.m.) 
Drug Interaction Seminar (Live) – Are 
you afraid of drug interactions? Join us 
for a Zoom presentation by the North-
ern Ohio Academy of Pharmacy to learn 
how you can avoid them. Please regis-
ter. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive instructions for join-
ing the meeting on Zoom.

To register for any of the programs 
or for more information on the Virtual 
Health Fair Week, please call 440-871-
2600 or visit westlakelibrary.org. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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by JANICE PATTERSON

The Westlake/North Olm-
sted Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters of Greater 

Cleveland (LWVGC) will participate 
in National Voter Registration Day, 
Sept. 22, in a different way than in 
previous years when registration 
tables could be easily set up in high-
traffic public places. This year, the 
chapter’s focus will be to provide 
voters with information that will 
help them fill out their general elec-
tion ballots.

On Tuesday, Sept. 22, the 
chapter will distribute VOTE411 
bookmarks at both Westlake Porter 
Public Library and the North Olm-
sted branch of Cuyahoga County 
Library. In addition, the chapter 
will deliver VOTE411 bookmarks to 
selected senior living facilities and 
to food pantries in both cities.

VOTE411.org is a national online 
voter guide provided free of charge 
by the League of Women Voters 
Education Fund. Computer users 
who open the VOTE411 site will 
find personalized voting informa-
tion about candidates and issues on 

their ballot.
For Cuyahoga County, all 

candidates for elective office, at 
federal, state and local levels have 
been invited to submit personal 
background statements and their 
answers to a set of questions gener-
ated by the League of Women Voters. 
While not all candidates respond, 
the information from those who do 
can assist a voter in making choices.

VOTE411.org will also include a list 
of pros and cons about the proposed 
charter amendments for the cities of 
Westlake and North Olmsted. 

VOTE411.org bookmarks

Vote411 information 
distribution underway

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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Helping Westlake and Helping Westlake and 
Bay Village purchase Bay Village purchase 
and refinance homes and refinance homes 

for over 20 years.for over 20 years.

Contact Chris Hartzell
Chartzell@unioncapmtgs.com

216-288-3215

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

A couple of weeks ago I wrote about the pandemic 
pollution, namely disposable masks and gloves 
and how the proper disposal of these items is 

very important to ensure that they do not make their 
way into the environment. This week, I’m going to 
revisit the plastic bag issue.

At the beginning of the pandemic, reusable bags 
suddenly were not allowed into stores, and for good 
reason as it was not well known how COVID-19 was 
spreading. However, we now know that the main risk 
(per the CDC) is to be in close contact with a person who 
has the disease. The CDC does state that it’s not impos-
sible to get it from a contaminated surface, however that 
is not the main source of transmission.

Also, when you think about grocery shopping, by 
the time the items get to the bagger, the customer has 
already touched them, the cashier has touched them, 
and the last person to touch them is the bagger.

Simply put, if reusable bags are dangerous, then 
the grocery items themselves pose just as much risk. 
Furthermore, disposable products are not inherently 
safer than reusables. In fact, the virus has been shown 
to remain active on plastic from two to six days. A lot of 
reusable bags are not made from plastic – but plastic 
bags are made of plastic!

Despite this, ensuring the safety of essential 
workers in the grocery store needs to remain top 
priority, and they should not be required to handle 
anything they don’t need to handle. However, 
there is no reason that customers shouldn’t be 
allowed to bag their own groceries into their own 
bags. Whole Foods has been letting customers 
bag their own groceries into reusables for quite 
a while, and there is a new sign posted at Giant 
Eagle grocery stores that announces reusable 
bags are now being allowed at the self-checkout 
and Scan Pay Go lanes. 

So, my plea to you today is to email Heinen’s 
(and other retailers who are still not allowing reus-
able bags) and ask that they start allowing reus-
ables again if customers bag groceries themselves. 
Honestly, I bag groceries myself frequently while 
shopping at Heinen’s because they don’t always 
have a bagger at every checkout.

Allowing reusable bags is crucial to prevent 
the further pollution of Lake Erie. If you take 
a look at the photo taken by my friend Patrick 
McGannon while he was out kayaking on Lake 
Erie near Rocky River Park, you will see the famil-
iar Heinen’s logo.

Grocers and retailers have a responsibil-
ity to prevent their stores from polluting the 

neighborhoods 
and environ-
ments in which they 
are conducting busi-
ness. I know that 
one, singular bag 
represents many, 
many more that are 
now floating around 
the lake.  After doing 
some research into 

this issue, reusable bags are allowed again state-wide 
in California and in Massachusetts after a temporary 
ban, and in my anecdotal research talking to people 
who live in other states it seems that grocers all over 
the U.S. are allowing them again, as experts agree that 
surface transmission of COVID is unlikely.

You can email Heinen’s at www.heinens.com/
contact-us to request reusable bags be allowed in the 
stores again. 

Bringing back reusable bags
THE GREEN REPORT
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Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter
Visit us on Facebook,
LWVGC WestShore

GO EARLY & OFTEN 
TO www.VOTE411.org

for information on Cuyahoga 
County candidates and issues

A plastic bag afloat in Lake Erie near Rocky River Park.
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by JEFF BING

Yes, I know it’s a new 
season. And yes, we 
have a new coach (for a 

change, right?), and yet again, 
we have an influx of many new 
players.

Feel like you’ve seen this 
movie before?

The problem is, in the one 
vital area in which the Browns 
desperately need change, they 
have had continuity: ownership.

Ever since Jimmy Haslam 
took over as the Browns owner 
midway through the 2012 
season, the Browns have won 
roughly a quarter of their games. 
(The chances of making the 
playoffs with that kind of “win-

ning” percentage are not all that 
good, folks). The scary thing is 
that Jimmy keeps maintain-
ing that he’s going to “keep on 
trying” until he “gets it right.”

Maybe my grandkids will 
see the Browns win a Super 
Bowl. Then again, if the Haslams 
keep the team’s ownership 
in the family, maybe not. My 
grandkids could be in for a real 
snoozefest.

But, lest I devolve into 
another painful diatribe inces-
santly berating Sir Jimmy, let’s 
play the “schedule game” and 
predict how many games the 
Browns win this year.

1. Sunday, Sept. 13 @ Bal-
timore. By the time you read 
this, the game will be over. But 

in my writing world, it hasn’t 
happened yet. My prediction: 
Can’t see the Browns being a 
well-oiled machine with all the 
new faces. Ergo, Ravens, 27-14.

2. Thursday, Sept. 17 vs. 
Bengals. Our home opener 
(yawn). The Bengals are awful, 
but the best the Browns could 
manage last year against these 
yo-yos was a split. Take noth-
ing for granted. However, if we 
lose to these guys at home the 
season could be over already. 
Browns, 20-14.

3. Sunday, Sept. 27 vs. 
Washington Redsk...(oops, I 
almost said it!). Washington is 
getting much attention because 
of the team name – not playing 
ability – so this really scares me. 
Browns get, ahem, “scalped” 
by the you-know-who’s, 20-17. 
Browns drop to 1-2.

4. Sunday, Oct. 4 @ Dallas. 
On paper, the Browns should get 
run out of town by the Cowboys. 
That’s why the Browns will upset 
the Cowboys 24-21.

5.  Sunday, Oct. 11 vs. India-
napolis. The Colts are nothing 
special, but neither are the 
Browns. Browns, still giddy from 
the win against the Cowpokes, 
make it two in a row by beating 
Colts, 23-14. The 8,000 folks at 
the game drink enough beer 
for 60,000. Jimmy says Browns 
are “playoff ready,” convincing 
most NFL experts that Jimmy is 
“looney-bin ready.”

6. Sunday, Oct. 18 @ Pitts-
burgh. So much will be made of 
the “Helmet-Gate” rematch that 
there is no way the game can 
possibly match the hype. Both 
teams – emotionally exhausted 
before kick-off – play to a 10-10 
tie. Myles Garrett decides to play 
it safe and not wear a helmet, 
but is thrown out of the game 
for throwing his facemask at 
Steelers player. Not to be denied 
his moment in the sun, Haslam 
calls the tie “Our greatest victory 
ever.” Dee contacts a divorce 
attorney.

7. Sunday, Oct. 25 @ Ben-

gals. Browns achieve the impos-
sible and eke out another boring 
win, 17-16. Browns are 4-2-1, 
yet without question the worst 
4-2-1 professional football team 
to don facemasks. Nonethe-
less, Jimmy is so giddy that he 
decides to drive the team bus 
home from Cincy. Somewhere 
around Columbus, Jimmy realiz-
es the team took a jet home. That 
explains why it was so quiet...

8. Sunday, Nov. 1 vs. Las 
Vegas. This is probably the 
safest “bet” (see what I did 
there?) of the 2020 season. For 
some reason, I just can’t picture 
the Browns beating these guys. 
Hence, look for the Browns to go 
kerplunk at home (as they are 
wont to do) and lose a winnable 
game, 24-21.

That gets us through the 
first half of the season, gang, with 
the Browns clinging to playoff 
hopes with a 4-3-1 record. We’ll 
continue the “Season of Great 
Expectations: Year 22” next issue. 
Don’t miss it! 

Browns: Let the games 
(a.k.a. ‘torture’) begin ...

SPORTING VIEWS

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com620 Dover Center Rd.

Bay Village
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

by TAK SATO

As long as you have a 
tablet, computer, or 
even a retired smart-

phone connected to the 
internet, aka the cloud, you 
can make calls to any 10-digit 
domestic phone number 
(free), or even an interna-
tional number (fee), from 
your device.

We’ll concentrate on the 
service “Google Voice” (GV) 
and their app. There are 
other free and paid services 
too. For example, you’ve 
been able to get a 10-digit 
number and buy minutes 
for domestic/international 
calls through “Skype” from 
Microsoft for over a decade.

Whether you have an 
Apple tablet (iPad) or a non-
Apple tablet from the likes of 
Samsung or Lenovo (Galaxy 
Tab or Tab respectively), the 
“App Store” and “Play Store” 
have the same GV app. If you 
want a refresher, please con-
sult my column at wbvob-
server.com.

Technology moves fast, 
so the looks and prompts 
may change but overall 
expectations for GV should 
remain similar. As of this 

writing, domestic calls from 
your GV number are free 
and you can buy time for 
making international calls 
at a very good rate for many 
countries. Three cents or 
nine cents a minute to call a 
Japanese landline or mobile 
phone respectively is very 
cheap in my opinion.

Before you start, you’ll 
need a Google account and a 
phone number for one-time 
verification and call forward-
ing setup. The goal here is to 
assign a new U.S. domestic 
10-digit phone number to 
your Google Account that 
can be used via GV app or 
GV website on any device 
you own (tablet, computer, 
or smartphone). If you have 
the GV app installed on your 
active smartphone, it’s like 
having a second line!

Tip: If you already use 
an email address that ends 
in “@gmail.com,” that is 
also your Google Account 
identification. If your email 
address ends with some-
thing else, you can make 
it your Google Account by 
going through a simple 
process on their website or 
alternatively apply for a free 
Gmail address at gmail.com.

You need to first con-
figure the GV app after 
installing it from the afore-
mentioned store by supply-
ing your Google Account. 
As you proceed through the 
configuration screens, you’ll 
reach a prompt to “Select a 
Google Voice number” for 
your Google Account. After 
typing in the search criteria, 
such as “440” or “216,” hit-
ting the word “Search” will 
present a list of numbers 
to select from as your new 
GV phone number for your 
Google Account.

In the final steps, you’ll 
be asked to provide your 
current phone number to 
receive an one-time verifica-
tion code via text (optionally 
you can elect the voice call 
option if you can’t receive 
text). Typing in the received 
code in the next screen will 
also confirm that calls to 
your new GV number will 
“ring,” aka forward to, the 
number you gave for veri-
fication. Tip: Google calls 
this “linking” and you’ll be 
able to delete the call for-
warding, or add/modify the 
numbers to forward calls to 
in the “Settings” menu of GV 
anytime. 

Oh, the phones you can phone
THE DIGITAL WORLD

by MEL MAURER

My great-grandson, Ste-
phen, and I walked in 
Rocky River Reserva-

tion one day recently and for a 
while, returned to the America 
that once was.

Stephen saw his first gray 
squirrel as we walked along the 
river path toward the Nature 
Center. We passed it to climb 
the 155 wooden steps up to the 
top of a big hill overlooking the 
river. As we made our way up, 
we received encouraging words 
from people coming down. Once 
on top, Stephen, declared, “We 
did it! An 82-year-old man and 
a 6-year-old boy did it!” To the 
amusement and congratulations 
of others on top.

We paused briefly there to 
watch a few planes in the distance 
just over some trees and after 
arguing whether they were taking 
off or landing at the airport, we 
continued along the upper trail.

We then came across a young 
deer with new antlers calmly 
eating some greens, not bothered 
as we stood right next to him, “up 
close and personal.” A nice lady 
approached and told us where to 
see a woodpecker farther along 
the trail, loudly pecking.

As we walked, everyone we 

encountered and their dogs, 
could not have been nicer – as 
if we were meeting old friends. 
Leaving the trail for the river bank 
near a bridge, Stephen skipped 
rocks and waded in the water – 
along with other children, safely 
distanced.

A nearby family with small 
children was doing some wading 
and fishing. The smallest child, a 
girl about 15 months old, picked 
up a little rock, decided that I 
should have it and walked over 
to present it to me. I treasure it.

Another family’s mom, a little 
farther away, fishing in some clear 
water. She kindly told us we could 
watch. When she caught a fish, 
Stephen got to feel a live fish for 
the first time. Last week when we 
went fishing, without any luck, 
all he got to feel was the worms.

Our brief adventures that day 
made me feel as If I had traveled 
back in time to an America most 
of us loved – friendly, neighbors 
helping neighbors, with strangers 
as friends we just hadn’t met yet. 
It was as if, although we had never 
met these people before, we had 
all missed each other.

My thanks to every new 
friend we made that day and to 
that squirrel, that buck, a hard-
working woodpecker and the fish 
– who was returned to its river. 

                                                                                                                              

READER'S OPINION

A walk in the park

IT’S MORE THAN 
AN AD 

Promote your business and give a 
voice to over 40 civic groups who 

work in partnership with the Observer 
to get the word out about good 

things happening in our community.

For details, contact 
staff@wbvobserver.com
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by DIANE REHOR

A series of articles that aims to 
inspire readers to take the risk 
to try something new, see the 
positive in life, and recognize 
that everyday people can make 
a difference by following their 
passions.

There are special people 
that make the world a 
better place. Rick Grane, 

a Westlake super volunteer and 
recent nominee for the “Real 
Men Wear Pink” campaign of 
the American Cancer Society, is 
one of those people.

After experiencing a TIA 
(mini-stroke) last year, Rick’s tests 
came back all normal. Using his 
humor, Rick immediately insisted 
his doctor raise his right hand and 
swear to his daughter, Laura, his 
“police partner in crime”, Marian, 
and his friend Timmy, “I hereby 
state that Rick Grane is complete-
ly normal.”

Rick is anything but normal! 
There’s a reason he’s received an 
abundance of awards over the 
years including Mr. Westlake 

2014, Auxiliary Policeman of 
the Year twice and the Frater-
nal Order of Police Associates 
(FOPA) member of the year for 
Ohio, to name a few.

Rick graduated from 
Strongsville High School, pur-
sued a business management 
degree while wrestling at Ohio 
Northern University before 
beginning his long, steady 
career in industrial sales. “I’m 
not one for change,” says Rick. 
Yet the world had different plans 
for him.

Three months short of age 
50, Rick lost his wife after a 
16-year battle with cancer. That 
was not the only major change. 
Rick also lost his mom, dad, 
sister, aunt and uncle to cancer 
and Alzheimer’s disease.   “All 
needed care. My wife alone had 
three surgeries throughout her 
battle. I did it alone. I know what 
it’s like. I never want anyone 
else to go through what I went 
through alone,” says Rick. After 
his wife’s death, he quit his job 
and channeled his gifts to help 
others.

“I was so used to helping 

people, it came second nature. 
It was therapy for me.” Since 
Rick was a member of FOPA, 
his buddy suggested he volun-
teer for the Westlake Auxiliary 
Police.  He immediately got the 
job with his outstanding record 
of zero traffic tickets and stellar 
neighborhood check.

“Rick does everything. Cool 
guy. Crazy, but will bend over 
backwards for you,” said his 
neighbor.

“After my wife passed, 
friends and family would call 
me for advice. One thing led 
to another and I just went 
with it,” says Rick. “I signed up 
with several organizations like 
the American Cancer Society. 
Before you know it, I was jump-
ing from project to project 
either running it or helping out 
behind the scenes.”

Rick’s volunteering started 
earlier as a Key Club member 
in high school. “I was raised to 
believe, if you are going to be a 
part of something, you’ve got to 
do your fair share,” says Rick.

But Rick is known for giving 
110%. He believes his drive, his 

ability to get people to 
work together, and his 
humor enables him to 
get the job done. He 
ranks humor as the #1 
quality.

“To have been 
through what I’ve been 
through, if it wasn’t for 
humor, I’d probably be 
off a bridge,” admits 
Rick. “It’s keeps me 
going, keeps my mind 
running and helps me 
to forget a lot of things. 
But most importantly, 
it helps people to know 
that they are not alone.”

Rick is blessed to 
have a wonderful sup-
port system. He proudly 
talks about his 32-year-old 
daughter, Laura, and his friend 
and “police partner in crime,” 
Marian Zietz. “Between my 
daughter and Marian, they have 
been my crutch. They help me 
a lot. They kick me in the pants 
when I need it.”

Rick needed to end our 
interview as he was off to coor-
dinate a hurricane drive and 

handle several other fundraiser 
campaigns. As he wrapped up, 
he added: “I have a lot of friends 
afflicted with many things. I help 
them and they help me.  It comes 
easy to me.  I am always surprised 
that something that takes me 10 
minutes can make such a differ-
ence to someone else.”

Wouldn’t we all be so lucky 
to have a “Rick” in our lives. 

Rick Grane, a Westlake super volunteer 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Rick Grane was recognized in 2018 
with a George F. Hixson Fellowship 
for his significant contributions to 
the Westlake Kiwanis Club.

by BILL SMITH

The Bay Alumni Madness bowling 
event proceeds soared to new 
heights thanks to the generosity 

of alums and friends!
This year, the committee brought in 

Barb Chrystal Houston, ‘73, whose per-
sonal contact efforts ensured more multi-
class donations as well as new and excit-
ing raffle prizes donated by local vendors. 
Barb also devised a Bay Trivia quiz about 
our history, sports, music, and other fun 
facts. The game was for those who were 
to socialize rather than bowl. The trivia 
prize was for two diamond box seats to 

an Indians game, 
donated by Cristine 
and Ben Hoffmann. 
The game and prize 
will be saved for the 
next fundraising 
event.

Covid may have 
cancelled out this 
annual festive event, 
but our appreciation 
abounds for this 
year’s bighearted 
contributors, who 
donated over $3,100.

The King Pin award, for the class 

raising the most 
funds, went to 
the Class of 1962. 
A special thank 
you to Dick (and 
Gayle) Dregne for 
their beneficent 
donation. The 
Rocket Pin award, 
for the second 
highest total, 
went to the Class 
of 1975. The Class 
of 1973 earned a 
third-place hon-
orable mention. 

All spring, 
Hollywood rumors 
were abuzz in Bay. Jeff 

Bridges was sighted donning a full beard, 
shoulder length hair, leather Jandals, and 

“the robe,” not only in Heinen’s but all over 
the Village. Oh, wait – was it really “The 
Dude” from The Big Lebowski ... or was it 
one of Bay’s own class of ‘77 devoted Mad-
ness attendees?! Well, stay tuned as “The 
Dude” and friends promise to make an 
illustrious appearance at the next event.

Seeing some of the winners, while 
safely delivering the raffle prizes in 
person, was a fun event in itself! We were 
happy to be able to share our gratitude for 
the ticket donors, and they were happy to 
be appreciated! Get excited now because 
we just may have a new and intriguing 
surprise for our next event!

The Bay High senior scholarship 
recipients and the Bay Alumni Foundation 
appreciate the outstanding dedication of: 
Cristine Marco Hoffmann ‘75, chair; Karen 
Obester Adams ‘75; Barb Chrystal Hous-
ton ‘73; and Bill Smith ‘71, treasurer. 

Bay Alumni Madness
Scholarship fundraiser sailed into a 2020 success!

King Pin Winner: Class of 1962 
Rocket Pin Winner: Class of 1975

Ames Family Hospice House seeking reception desk volunteers
by LAURIE HENRICHSEN

Are you looking for a way to give 
back to the community to make 
a positive difference? Hospice of 

the Western Reserve is seeking reception 
desk volunteers at Ames Family Hospice 
House, its hospice inpatient care center 
located near the intersection of Crocker 
and Clemens Road in Westlake.

Reception desk volunteers are the 
“first face of hospice” to visiting families 
and guests. They not only provide a friend-
ly welcome but play a crucial role in help-
ing the facility provide a safe and secure 
environment for patients, visitors and 

staff. During the pandemic, receptionists 
play an especially vital role, screening all 
visitors and taking temperatures. (Train-
ing for these procedures is provided.)

“Many of our volunteers have had 
family members or friends who have 
received care here,” said Patti Hanrahan, 
Volunteer Service Manager. “They find it 
especially rewarding to help other fami-
lies going through this difficult time. Their 
personal experiences provide a level of 
empathy that is invaluable to us.”

Hanrahan said reception desk volun-
teers work three-hour shifts, so a variety 
of convenient time options are available 
to fit almost any schedule. The reception 

desk is staffed from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven 
days a week. Social distancing, masking 
and stringent sanitization procedures are 
in place to ensure a safe environment.

“If this sounds like a volunteer oppor-
tunity you may be interested in, we’d love 
to hear from you,” Hanrahan said. “The 
first step is to set up a virtual interview and 
complete an application. Hospice of the 
Western Reserve conducts a background 
check for all prospective volunteers and 
performs a required TB test at the agency’s 
expense.”

Prospective volunteers are enrolled 
in virtual training classes where they 
learn more about Hospice of the Western 

Reserve’s mission, the Ames facility, their 
new role and the requirements of the posi-
tion. Virtual volunteer training is offered 
once or twice a month and consists of four 
three-hour sessions. “We take the time to 
support and train our volunteers to pro-
vide them with a solid foundation and all 
the knowledge and resources they need to 
do a great job,” Hanrahan added.

For more information about becom-
ing a reception desk volunteer at Ames 
Family Hospice House, contact the Vol-
unteer Team at 216-255-9090, email vol-
unteering@hospicewr.org, or go online at 
hospicewr.org. Visit the volunteer page to 
fill out an application. 
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late September 2020 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter                     
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Sept. 16 (All Day) Fall 
Craft Pick Up! – Kids: Stop by the Youth 
Services Department starting Sept. 16 
to pick up your bag of festive fall crafts. 
While supplies last.

Wednesday, Sept. 16 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Dot Day (Live) – Celebrate Dot Day with 
us with our Dot Day blog, and tune in to 
our social media to hear a special Dot 
Day storytime! The Dot Day crafts pick 
up begins Sept. 16, while supplies last. 
Grades K-4.

Wednesdays, Sept. 16 and 30 (4-5 
p.m.) Teen Writers Group (Live) – A 
bi-weekly meet-up for writers in grades 
7-12. In this workshop we’ll be prep-
ping for National Novel Writing Month 
in November. Hit the ground running 
in November by getting organized and 
brainstorming with a supportive group 
of young writers. We’ll also share tips and 
tricks for maintaining a productive writ-
ing environment. Please register. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
sent the day of the program.

Thursday, Sept. 17 (All Day) Wire-
Wrapped Pendant – Supplies to make 
a wire-wrapped pendant will be available 
for pick-up at the Drive-Up Window from 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 1. You will need to supply 
wire cutters and round-nosed pliers. 
Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 17 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Storytime (Live) – Tune in to Facebook, 
Twitter or YouTube and join the fun as we 
livestream a live storytime!

Thursdays, Sept. 17 and 24 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens in 

grades 4-6 to hang out with their friends 
and enjoy some of the most popular 
games via Zoom. Please register. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
sent the day of the program. Then we’ll 
get everyone’s Roblox screen name and 
admit you onto the servers.

Friday, Sept. 18 (4-4:45 p.m.) Got 
Science? (Live) – Join us on Zoom and 
build your own parachute! “Got Science?” 
kits will be available for pick up starting 
Sept. 11 in the Youth Services Depart-
ment. You will need a kit to participate in 
the program. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will be sent the 
day of the program. Grades K-4.

Saturday, Sept. 19 (10:30 a.m.-noon) 
Medicare “Ins and Outs” (Live) – Do 
you need accurate, unbiased informa-
tion about Medicare? Attend a Zoom pre-
sentation by OSHIIP, Ohio Senior Health 
Insurance Information Program, to learn 
the “ins and outs” of Medicare. Please 
register. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions.

Saturday, Sept. 19 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Pokemon Fun! (Live) – Join Miss Rachel 
for a virtual Pokemon ZOOM meeting! We 
will play a guess that Pokemon game and 
have time for show and tell. Bring a favor-
ite Pokemon card or toy for show and tell! 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address in order to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day of 
the program.

Saturday, Sept. 19 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Mystery STEAM Bag Challenge Supply 
Pick-Up – Pick up your Mystery Bag on 
or after Sept. 19 at the library. Each bag 
will contain mystery craft materials and 
a challenge card. Use these materials to 
complete the design challenge. Grades 
1-2. Please register. Registering for this 
event also registers you for the Zoom 
program on Sept. 26 at 11 a.m. to share 
your designs with Miss Andrea and Miss 

Holly. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom meeting infor-
mation on the day of the meeting.

Mondays, Sept. 21 and 28 (All Day) 
Teen Craft Pick Up – Stop by Youth Ser-
vices to pick up your Teen Craft kit while 
supplies last. Grades 7-12.

Monday, Sept. 21 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Investors’ Interest Group (Live) – Tech-
nical Analysis provides excellent visual-
ization techniques for both discovery 
and decision-making, and is valid for 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds, ETFs, and 
indexes. This talk will describe a useful 
visual alternative involving a combina-
tion of early detection of significant trend 
changes coupled with fast-following 
action steps. This is a sequel to Why is 
Market Timing So Difficult which was 
presented in October 2019. Please reg-
ister. After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing necessary 
log-in information for joining this Zoom 
presentation.

Tuesdays, Sept. 22 and 29 (11-11:30 
a.m.) and Wednesday, Sept. 30 (6:30-7 
p.m.) Family Storytime (Live) – Join 
us on Zoom for an interactive storytime 
featuring books, rhymes, songs and 
movement. For families with children 
up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Registration 
begins one week before each session. Par-
ticipants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions on the day 
of the program.

Tuesday, Sept. 22 (7-8 p.m.) Cur-
rently Reading Teen Book Club (Live) 
– This is the Book Club where you pick 
the books! Whatever you are currently 
reading can be part of our open discus-
sion (via Zoom). We’ll also be previewing 
new YA books in the WPPL collection. 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address in order to receive Zoom 
instructions which will be sent the day of 
the program. 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Sing and Dance! (Live) – Join Miss 
Nancy on Zoom for Sing and Dance! Par-
ticipants must provide an email address 
in order to receive Zoom instructions 
which will be sent the day of the program. 
Ages 2-6.

Wednesday, Sept. 23 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discus-

sion (Live) – Join us on Zoom to discuss 
“Beneath a Scarlet Sky” by Mark Sullivan. 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions.

Saturday, Sept. 26 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Mystery STEAM Bag Challenge – 
Join us on Zoom to share designs built 
from the Mystery STEAM Bag materials. 
Grades 1-2. Please register.

Sunday, Sept. 27 (1-5 p.m.) Fancy 
Nancy Tea Party Supply Pick-Up – 
Fancy Nancies and Dapper Dans are 
invited to a Tea Party! Pick up a fancy kit 
in the Youth Services Department start-
ing Sept. 27. Ages 5-8. Registering for 
this event also registers you for the Zoom 
program on Oct. 4, the day of the Fancy 
Nancy Tea Party! Registration begins Sept. 
20. An email must be provided to receive 
Zoom meeting information on the day of 
the meeting.

Monday, Sept. 28 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Hispanic/Latinx Storytime (Live) – 
This storytime will feature titles engaging 
families in Hispanic/Latinx culture and 
history. Storytime will be streamed live on 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Monday, Sept. 28 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Tuesday, Sept. 29 (All Day) Kinder 
Club – Pick up your Kinder Club packet 
on or after Sept. 29 at the Youth Services 
Desk! Each bag will contain 3 alphabet 
letter activities that will be featured 
weekly on our Kinder Club blog. Ages 4-6 
While supplies last.

Tuesday, Sept. 29 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
The Long History of Slavery, Resis-
tance, and Abolition (Live) – Join 
Prof. Marcus Rediker of the University 
of Pittsburgh as he discusses the his-
tory slave resistance, rebellions, and 
the efforts of abolitionists to end the 
slave trade. This talk will be based on 
Dr. Rediker’s decades of research he 
has conducted into African American 
slavery, resistance, and rebellion in the 
New World. This event is part of the One 
Community Reads: Racial Equity in 
America program. Please register. Par-
ticipants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Upcoming September events

by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

Besides walking my dogs, another 
way of meeting neighbors in 
Westlake is at the school bus stop.

“How many live in your house?” 
one of my new bus stop buddies asked 
incredulously with a raised eyebrow. 
“Nine”, I replied. “Wow!” was his response 
followed by an awkward silence. “Well, 
I’m sure you shop at Costco for that 
crowd,” he said.

Not wanting to sound like the igno-
rant Cleveland emigre, I deftly changed 
the subject but as soon as I returned 
home I advised my lovely bride that a 
Costco membership was a must-have out 
here in the land of the Green Demons.

So my wife and I ventured to the 
Avon Costco, signed up, and proceeded 
to shop. We were amazed at some of the 
savings they offered. Getting a 30 pack 
of Charmin for a household of nine was 

one of those seminal moments in my 
life comparable in history to when the 

apple fell and hit Sir Isaac Newton in the 
head.

As we packed our cart to the brim 
and before we got to the checkout and 
realized we had “saved” so much money 
we had to sign up for a home equity 
loan to pay, we ran across a 40-pound 
bag of birdseed. On the cover it bragged 
that this seed attracts cardinals. I’m not 
a super religious guy but I had heard a 
legend that if cardinals visit your yard it’s 
deceased relatives saying hi. Even if the 
legend is not true they are magnificent 
birds that so stand out from the drab 
brown or black of most other birds.

The bag was correct! Cardinals came 
to my bird feeder. With the help of Mr. 
Google I came to find out cardinals are 
opposite to humans. The males are the 
beautiful ones, bright red, compared to 
the more nondescript females.

After a few months of bird feeder 
observations I began to examine the ton-
o-seed bag for any disclaimers. Nowhere 
on that bag did it say anything about 
chipmunks, squirrels, ducks, geese, and 

even wild turkeys being attracted to this 
bird seed.

My backyard turned into the Wild 
Kingdom. Birds can be messy, seed falls 
to the ground, the other aforementioned 
visitors showed up to help me keep my 
yard clean. Ok, but the final straw was 
when the squirrel, no longer content to 
eat the spillage, climbed the bird feeder 
and hung himself upside down and just 
gorged himself on the bird seed.

“Marti, It’s time for you to earn 
your keep!” I shouted to my Shih-Tzu/
Pomeranian 16-pound killer. I let him 
out to chase the squirrel away. At his next 
vet visit it was mentioned how muscular 
Marti was. Well, he was sprinting after 
these squirrels three, four times a day. 
They were persistent.

Not that I sought revenge but 
later that winter I saw a big fat squir-
rel squished in the road on our street. I 
couldn’t help but wonder if gorging on 
sunflower seeds instead of busily digging 
up last fall’s buried acorns had caused 
him to lose a step and turned him into a 
cardinal visiting the furry rodents he left 
behind to say hi. 

A cardinal idea
HUMOR

by DIANE MCGREGOR

Bay United Methodist Church 
invites you to sit in your car and 
enjoy “Akeelah and the Bee,” an 

uplifting, family-oriented film, on Sat-
urday, Sept. 26. The parking lot will open 
at 7:30 p.m. and the feature will begin at 
8:00 pm. Bring your own popcorn and 
soft drinks.

A freewill offering will benefit Africa 
University which is a private, fully accred-
ited, United Methodist-related university 
in Zimbabwe. The university offers 50 
cutting-edge undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs focusing on meeting Afri-
ca’s vital needs, including food security, 
improved public health, and sustainable 
economic growth to more than 1,200 stu-
dents from 36 African countries.

Bay UMC is located at 29931 Lake 
Road. 

Drive-in movie 
at Bay UMC
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Tip to 
Recycle 
Right
Caps on. Empty,  
rinse and replace 
caps and lids to  
keep items in your 
cart or bin clean and
dry, including paper 
and cardboard.

PAPER 
& BOXES 
Flatten 
Cardboard.

PLASTIC 
BOTTLES  
& JUGS
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

CANS 
Empty and Rinse.

CARTONS 
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

GLASS 
BOTTLES 
& JARS
Empty and Rinse.

Recycle 
Better,  
Recycle 
Right 
in Cuyahoga County,
include only these items:

by LWV observer SUSAN MURNANE

This report is not an official statement of the 
League of Women Voters. Mayor Koomar’s office 
prepares official minutes.

Present: Mayors Koomar (Bay Village), Cooney 
(Fairview Park), George (Lakewood), Kennedy (N. 
Olmsted), Bobst (Rocky River), Clough (Westlake).

Guests: Rocky River Municipal Court Judge 
Brian J. Hagan, Judge Donna Congeni Fitzsim-
mons, and Clerk of Court Deborah Comery. Ohio 
House Representative Dave Greenspan.

The meeting was held at Bay Village Police 
Department Community Room, Mayor Koomar 
presiding. It was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 

WCOG Fiscal Officer Renee Mahoney was 
unable to attend the meeting because she was 
installing a new fiscal program. She had nothing to 
report and will be at the next meeting. The mayors 
had no questions.
New Business:

The visitors from the Rocky River Municipal 
Court were invited to speak first. They wanted to 
alert the mayors that the court would run a deficit 
for the first time since 1997. They anticipated 
a deficit before Covid-19 hit but that has made 
things much worse. Mayor Kennedy suggested 
that the court was run inefficiently, comparing it 
to his mayor’s court, and the Rocky River judges 
and clerk all pushed back strongly suggesting that 
there is no comparison to the mayor’s court. The 
discussion lasted an hour.

The Rocky River Court personnel explained 
that the court is not Rocky River’s court. It is a 
municipal court for all the Westshore municipali-
ties. It is called the Rocky River municipal court 
because it is seated in Rocky River, and it was 
seated in Rocky River because Rocky River was 
the largest municipality at the time the court was 
established. 

Sometime later a new building was needed 
and consideration was given to moving the court 
to Westlake or Fairview Park, then the largest 
municipalities in the court’s jurisdiction. Nei-
ther Westlake nor Fairview Park were interested 
in hosting the court so it stayed in Rocky River.

Physical access to the court facilities has 
been restricted because of Covid, but the court 
has never closed. The Rocky River court’s juris-
diction is limited to misdemeanors but that is 
far more extensive than the mere traffic court 
jurisdiction of a mayor’s court. Cases still come in; 
detectives are still working; the courts must issue 
orders, hold arraignments, transfer felons down-
town to common pleas courts, and supervise 
probationers. Misdemeanor convictions can call 
for 0-5 years’ probation, and the court’s probation 
department supervises 1,500 active probationers.

The court’s receipts from traffic tickets are 
down while expenses have increased because 
of Covid, especially with regard to health and 

safety issues such as drug treatment, psychologi-
cal intervention, and domestic violence. In many 
cases where the court could transfer patients to 
county facilities before Covid, the facilities are 
closed or have reduced capacity because of Covid 
and the court must fund treatment from its own 
resources. The court has acted to reduce expenses 
where it could.

The Rocky River Court was not asking for 
money at this meeting, but alerting the mayors 
to the deficit. Rocky River will review the court’s 
accounts and fund their deficit. Then Rocky River 
will analyze each municipality’s court use and 
determine their share of the shortfall. 

Mayor Kennedy advocated for a comparative 
study with other municipal courts to see if greater 
efficiencies could be achieved. Clerk Comery 
reminded the mayors that the court is part of a 
co-equal branch of government that has its own 
statutory requirements and regulations. The court 
made suggestions as to how the mayors may want 
to structure a study if they decide to do one. 
Commission Reports:

RTA: Mayor Clough reported that there 
would be no new tax levy in 2021. He commended 
Rep. Greenspan for being instrumental in getting 
state money for local transportation.

NOACA: Mayor Bobst asked the mayors to 
alert their citizens that NOACA is seeking public 
comment on a number of issues. More informa-
tion can be found on their website: noaca.org/
about/contact-us/public-comment.

County Planning Commission: Mayor 
Bobst announced that they were interviewing 
for the position of executive director and they 
were narrowing the list of candidates.

Cuyahoga County Mayors and Managers 
Association: Mayor Bobst announced that SB 
357 sponsored by Sen. Dolan distributing $650 
million in CARES money to Ohio counties and 
municipalities passed unanimously. Rep. Greens-
pan said that the House would be in session next 
week and he expected it to quickly pass there also. 
This is the third bill in Ohio distributing CARES 
money. Rep. Greenspan thinks there may be one 
more.

The mayors discussed how they are allocat-
ing CARES money. They agree they need more 
guidance from the state on how it may be spent 
because they don’t want to have to give it back. 
It must be spent by the end of the year on quali-
fying Covid costs or it will be reclaimed by the 
federal government. The mayors agreed that best 
practice would be to have their city councils pass 
ordinances confirming the spending plans.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 
11:15 a.m.

The next WCOG meeting will be Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, at 9:30 a.m. in the Bay Village Police Depart-
ment Community Room. All meetings are open to 
the public. 

Westshore Council Of Governments 
(WCOG) Meeting, Sept. 9, 2020

by DIANE MCGREGOR

The Bay United Methodist Women are spon-
soring a donation drive for Fill This House 
on Oct. 1, 3 and 4.  Fill This House is a 

faith-based nonprofit organization dedicated 
to improving living conditions of local youth 
aging out of the foster care system. By provid-
ing household needs for the transitioning youth 
to independent housing, Fill This House deliv-
ers support in a manner that maintains their 
dignity and provides encouragement to these 

young adults.
The United Methodist Women will have 

masked volunteers in the west church parking lot 
at 29931 Lake Road with open trunks to accept 
donations on the following dates and times:
• Thursday, Oct. 1, 1-4 p.m.
• Saturday, Oct. 3, 1-4 p.m.
• Sunday, Oct. 4 after church, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

The wish list of items needed may be found 
on the Bay United Methodist Church website, 
www.bayumc.org. All items should be NEW and 
unwrapped. 

Fill This House donation drive
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by CAROL JACOBS

The Diamond Brass Quin-
tet is comprised of players 
who are passionate about 

brass and have appeared in many 
local and regional concerts. The 
Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society will present the Quintet’s 
concert virtually. It will include 
music by Bach, Ewald, Stravinsky, 
Ewazen and DiLorenzo.

The artists will perform on 

Monday, Oct. 12, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the outstanding acousti-
cal environment of West Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Rocky River. The rest of us 
will be at home listening and/or 
viewing on either Facebook Live 
or YouTube. To obtain access to 
the concert, use one of the fol-
lowing links shortly before the 
beginning of the concert:

• bit.ly/RRCMS_Facebook
• bit.ly/RRCMS_YouTube

The Quintet’s two trumpet 
players, Amanda Bekeny and  
Nina Bell, have performed and 
taught extensively through-
out northern Ohio. Both Nina 
and Amanda hold positions in 
CityMusic Cleveland Chamber 
Orchestra.

Hornist Greg Hillis has 
played with many symphonies 
and chamber music groups 
including Cleveland POPS 
Orchestra, Cleveland Opera The-

ater, Cleveland Philharmonic, 
and the Heritage Brass Quintet. 
Greg is a founding member of 
the woodwind sextet, Ekklésia.

Trombonist Sebastian Bell 
began his formal musical train-
ing in Frankfurt and Berlin 
before arriving at the Cleveland 
Institute of Music.  Sebastian has 
performed with The Cleveland 
Orchestra, the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Cincin-
nati Symphony.

J.c. Sherman is known as a 
“one-of-a-kind” musician who 
travels with his tuba nation-
ally and internationally. He is an 
instructor of tuba and euphonium 
at Cleveland State University, and 
performs with the Cleveland POPS 
and the Blossom Festival Band.

In this its 62nd season, the 
Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society remains committed to 
the presentation of concerts 
for Northeast Ohio audiences, 
whether virtual or in person. 
Donations are welcome. For more 
information visit at rrcms.org. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Oct. 28

at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
KI

M
 B

O
N

V
IS

SU
TO

VOLUME 8 • ISSUE 20  |  Community News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  | OCTOBER 18, 2016

Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by March 30
at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 
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Diamond Brass Quintet to perform virtual concert


